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IT IS WITH A DEEP feeling of gratitude and affection that

I dedicate this publication to my beloved congregation,
the East Flatbush Jewish Community Center. During the
four years of my ministry in this congregation I have en-
joyed the utmost encouragements in all my efforts, and
because of such encouragemetns and support I was able to
dedicate some of my time to activities such as this work
indicates. I am particularly grateful to my friend, Mr.
Arthur S. Davis, President of our Center, who, in addition
to many other instances of assistance and support, has
greatly encouraged the publication of this pamphlet.

April 1, 1940
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Haben. Will you please explain what it stands folr

ANSWER: Pidyon Ha-ben (Redemption of the first
born son) is a ceremony whereby the father of the first born
son is asked to redeem his child from a “Cohen™ (priest)
on the 31st day after birth for the prize of five shekolim or
five dollars which is used as its equivalent in this country.
This is a Biblical law and is recorded in Exodus 13-2:12-15.
The given reason for this law is because the first born of
the Israelites were spared when “The Lord slew all the first
born in the land of Egypt.” Also, according to tradition the
first born son acted as priest before this office was given to
the children of the tribe of Levi and as such he belongs
exclusively to God and may be released from this inherited
obligation only by redemption.



QUESTION: Is there anything about the significance of
dreams mentioned in the Bible or Talmud?

ANSWER: Yes. There is mention made of the signifi-
cance of dreams in both the Talmud and the Bible. The
Bible seems to have attributed considerable importance to
the meaning of dreams, for example, the dreams of Joseph,
of Pharaoh, King of Egypt, and others. However, these
instances should not be taken as a criterion for the import-
ance of dreams in general, for these were considered a form
of revelation of God the general attitude is best expressed
in the following passage: (Ecclesiastes 5) “For a dream
cometh through being much employed with something.”

In the Talmud there is a wide variance of opinion as to
the significance of dreams. Some rabbis attribute to them
a mystic significance. Others proclaim them absolutely mean-
ingless, while still another group attaches importance to
dreams only under certain conditions and circumstances.

QUESTION: What is the origin of the wish “L-Chayim”
used before drinking of wine or any other hard drink?

ANSWER: It is based on the passage in proverbs 31:6
which says “Give strong drinks unto him that is ready to
perish, and wine unto those who have an embittered soul”
which appears that intoxicating drinks were used to subside
people in their bitterness. We, therefore, use the word
“L-Chayim” to wish that our drinking shall not be prompted
by the reasons given.

QUESTION: There is a ceremony known as Pidyon
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plying this by 12 brings the number of days in a year to
only 354 days, 8 hours and 876 parts of an hour. Compare
this with the solar year which has 365 days. The lunar
years fall short by 10 days, 21 hours and 201 parts of an
hour. In three years, this different amounts to a full month
and therefore in order to keep the seasons of the year intact,
a full month’s leap year was necessary.

QUESTION: Why do women cover the candles with
their hands during light-bentshein?

ANSWER: I heard this custom explained by the Jewish
historian Dr. Sachen as fallows: that during a certain period
of Jewish history in Persia, Jewish women were forbidden
to exercise the ceremony of licht-bentshen and the women,
reluctant to comply with this prohibition, would cover the
candlelight with their hands in order to escape the attention
of the authorities.

This explanation in my opinion is merely legendary. The
explanation as off red by the rabbis states that because the
prayer accompanying the ceremony, namely, “Blessed art
Thou, O Lord, Our God, King of the Universe who hast
sanctified us with His commandments and commanded us to
light the Sabbath candle,” must precede the lighting of the
candles, and whereas it would be sacriligious if the women
waited to light the candles after they had already ushered
in the Sabbath (since making light on the Sabbath is forbid-
den), they therefore were instructed to cover either their
eyes or the candles in order not to see the light before the
required prayer is said.
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Miscellaneous

QUESTION: Is there a definition in the Bible as to
who may be titled “a righteous man”?

ANSWER: There are quite a few references to right-
eousness and to the “man of righteousness.” The closest to
a definition is the following: “He who overlreacheth no
man; he who restoreth his pledge for a debt; a robbery he
doth not commit; his bread he giveth to the hungry and the
naked he covereth with a garment. He giveth not forth
upon usury, and increase he doth not take; from wrong he
withdraweth his hand; true judgment he executeth between
man and man; in my statutes he walketh steadfastly, and
my ordinances he keepeth. He is righteous, he shall surely
live, said the Lord, God.” (Ezekiel 18, 7-9).

In a less direct manner, prophet Micha offers a definition
as follows: (Micha 7, 8.) “It had been told thee, oh, man
what is good, and what the Lord doth require of thee; only
to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with
thy God.” :

A similar definition may also be found in the Book of
Psalms, chapter 15.

QUESTION: Why do we Jews have in Leap Year a full
additional month?

ANSWER: The Jewish calendar is a lunar one — it is
regulated by the revolutions of the earth around the moon.
The lunar month, according to colculations, comprises not
leee than 29 days, 12 hours and 963 parts of an hour. Multi-
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manifests that connection.

QUESTION: Why are weddings and other joyful events
forbidden during Sephira days?

ANSWER: During this time, Jews do not marry or par-
ticipate in other joyous occasions because the season is one
replete with sad memories, chief of which according to tra-
dition, is the memory of the plague which raged during that
time among the disciples of Rabbi Akiba (135 C. E.) during
his rebelion against the Romans. An exception is made
and on the 33rd day of the counting, known as Lab Bo-Omer,
o which day, according to tradition, the plague ceased tem-
porarily.
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Sephira
QUESTION: What is the meaning of “Sephira days!”

ANSWER: The period of seven weeks between the
second day of Passover and Pentecost (Shevouth) is known
as “days of Sephira” or “counting.” It is so named because
of the Biblical commandment (Leviticus 23:15:16) to count
the days beginning with the second day of Passover, when
the measure (omer) of the first harvested barley was brought
as an offering to the Temple, till the festival of Shevouth,
when the offering of first fruits had to be brought to
Jerusalem.

The “counting™ consists of an official prononucement of
the number of the day, made on the eve of each approaching
day of this period. This is done at the close of the evening
services at the Synagogue with appropriate prayer preceding
and following the pronouncement. In our liturgy this cere-
mony is known as “Sephiras Ho-mer.”

QUESTION: Is there any reason for this custom of
counting the Sephira days?

ANSWER: The reason offered by the rabbis states that
the period beaween Passover and Pentecost was a very busy
season for the farmers who at that time constituted the
greatest majority of Palestianian inhabitants. For fear that
they might forget the approach of Penticost and neglect to
make the required pilgrimage to Jerusalem on this festival,
the Bible ordered the counting of the days.

Another reason advanced claims that Penticost marks the
completion of agricultural season in Palestine that begins
with Passover and the counting of the days of this period
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like herbs of the earth.” This passage is interpreted to
mean that just as the earth loses its green cover of grass at
the arrival of the fall but regains it in the Spring, so will
it be with man’s life. It is silenced by death but not de-
stroyed. In this manner we express our faith in the resur-
rection and immortality of the soul.

QUESTION: Is there anywhere in the Bible clearly
stated that there will be resurrection of the dead?

ANSWER: Yes, in the book of Daniel 12-2 which says
“And many of those that sleep in the dust of the earth shall
awake, some to everlasting life and some to disgrace and
everlasting abomination.”

QUESTION: When does Yahrzeit fall due on the day
of death or the day of interment?

ANSWER: The day on which the parent died is always
the day of Yahrzeit and not the day of internment. If the
deceased, however, was interned three days after death oc-
curred, the first Yahrzeit shall be observed on the day of

internment and the subsequent years always on the day of
death.
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the others leave to avoid being affected by this environment
and thus interfere with the joyous spirit of the day.

QUESTION: Under what circumstance can one reduce
the period of shivah to 3 days?

ANSWER: There are no circumstance that permit the
reduction of the period of mourning. The exception which
allows one whose very livelihood is endangered by absence -
of more than three days from his job refers only to per-
mission to work but the mourner must resume his mourning
upon return from work. We advise that in each case a

Rabbi should be consulted.

QUESTION: Why must neighbors or other strangers
other than the mourners prepare the first meal for the mourn-
ers upon their return from the funeral?

ANSWER: There are two reasons given for this pro-
cedure. The first is that due to the state of mind of the
mourners they may fail to partake of food if its preparation
will depend upon themselves and thus will make their mourn-
ing excessive. The second reason is that the fact that they
have to depend upon strangers which normally saddens a
person will add to their mourning.

QUESTION: Why do people, upon departing from
a visited grave pick some grass and throw it backwards?

ANSWER: The custom is based on the passage in the
books of Psalms 72:16 which says “And man shall blossom
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within the year he should then limit it to a mere visit and
not pray there since prayer at the grave before the year is
over is forbidden by law.

QUESTION: Can one place a monument on a grave
before the 12 months from the date of death are over?

ANSWER: The prevailing custom is to waith 12 months
from the date of death. The retason for this waiting period
is to indicate that there is no need, within this short space
of time, for a monument to keep the memory of the deceased
alive within his circle of friends which is the chief stated
purpose of the erection of a monument. If, however, there
arises a condition which necessitates the placement of the
monument at any date after the seven days of mourning,
one need not hesitate to do so.

QUESTION: Why do people put a stone upon the
monument after a visit at the gravel

ANSWER: The reason for this practice is none other
than to indicate to others that the grave has been visited
and due honor was paid to the dead.

QUESTION: Why are those whose parents are alive
forbidden to stay in the Synagogue while the Yizkor Service
is conducted?

ANSWER: There are numerous reasons given, chief of
which is the fact that during this Service the congregation
is in mourning mood and being that such sentiments on a
holiday is permitted only to those who must say this prayer,
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QUESTION: Why is it forbidden during the seven
days of mowrning to take out any article from the apartment
where the deceased lived? '

ANSWER: There are some mystical reasons given for
this custom which is difficult to explain. I am, however,
inclined to accept the practical reason which claims.

{That during the Shiva, before the estate has been divided
among the heirs the technical owner is the deceased. Hence w0
return the article borrowed to its rightful owner entails a
legal involvement and second reason is that the borrower
may simple forget to return it.

QUESTION: Why are the mirrors covered in a house

of mourning?

ANSWER: There are some mystic explanations offered
for this practice but the logical reason is that because the
mirror is a medium of beautifying oneself which is forbidden
during the period of mourning, its consealment therefore,
symbolizes this phase of the mourning.

QUESTION: May one visit a grave before the vyear
since death is over?

ANSWER: There is a popular belief that such a wvisit
is forbidden, and while there is no foundation in Jewish law
for such a prohibition, its observance should be encouraged
sionce a relaxation of this custom may prolong the agony
of the mourners by frequent visits soon after the death
occurred and thus prevent the healing of the loss they suf-
fered. Should one disregard this custom and visit a grave
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a procedure. It scems likely however that those localities
where the custom prevailed its adherence was due to a mis-
interpretation of this “expression” which probably called for
refreshment upon the return home but not at the cemetery.
We are very much inclined to discourage this custom in this
country.

QUESTION: If a person dies in the month of “Adar,”
when should the “Yarzeit” be observed in a leap year when
there are two months by the name “Adar’?

ANSWER: There are differences of opinion among the
ancient Rabbis as to which month shall be selected for the
observance of the Yarzeit and as a result of this disagreement
it has become the established custom to observe it both months
in leap year. If however, one died in Adar on a leap year
the observance shall be made on the month of death.

QUESTION: What is the origin of the custom to serve
“shnops” after the morning services on the day of the Yar-
zeit observance at the synagogue!

ANSWER: This custom has come in vogue by a zigzag
course. 'The original observance of Yarzeit was connected
with study and prayer and particularly with deeds of charity
and hospitality to the poor in memory of the soul and its
salvation.

In the course of time these acts of hospitality have been
reduced to the serving of refreshments to all present at the
synagogue service and for the good deeds there has been
substituted felicitations to accomplish the purpose of salvation.
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Mourning - Yerzeit - Monument

QUESTION: Why is it that when one returns from a
funeral or from any place where a dead body was in he
must before entering a home, wash his hands? Also if a few
so return one must not hand over to the mext person the
glass which was used for washing the hand, but each ome
must take it himself from where the glass stands? Can you
also explain why one must not wipe his hands after such
washing but must allow it to dry by itself?

ANSWER: The reason for washing the hands is to
symbolize a determination to remove from our hands all evil
doings (spirits) which may cause real death or a living death
(wicked life). When one hands over to his friend the glass
which is used for this purpose it may appear as an insinuation
that his friend is in real need for such a cleansing and thus
makes it an open indictment. One must not wipe his hands
in order to avoid the possible impression that he wipes his
hands off the entire thing and invites forgetfullness.

QUESTION: Some people insist that refreshments are
to be served at the cemetery at the close of an unveiilng
service is this to be followed?

ANSWER: This custom seemed to have prevailed in
some localities in Europe. It represented an expression of
joy at the performance of such a sacred human duty as the
placement of a lasting monument to the memory of a departed
one. Other localities even in Europe never followed such
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thy prey, my son, thou raisest: He stoopeth down, he crou-
cheth as a lion, and as a lioness, who should rouse him.”
(Genesis 49:9).

QUESTION: Why are statues forbidden in synagogue?

ANSWER: The prohibition of statues in synagogue is
based upon the second commandment, “Thou shalt not make
unto thyself any graven image, or the likeness of anything
in the heavens above, the earth benteath or the waters under
the earth.” The reason for this commandment is to retain
a pure monotheistic faith that not only is God not to be
represented by any image or being but also He is not to be
symbolized by any such statues.

In our present day, although paganism is dead and gone
forever, it is feared that the placing of statues in the syna-
gogue may divert the worshipper’s attention from concentra-
tion on the purely spiritual qualities of God.
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to duplicate the position of the altar (misbeach) in the
ancient temple where it was likewise centrally located and
was the focus point of the temple service.

QUESTION: Are there any regulations governing the
arrangements of the interior of the Synagogue?

ANSWER: The following arrangements are required
either by law or custom: That a gallery or adjoining room
be built to accommodate the women worshippers who accord-
ing to regulations must be separated from male worshippers
during hours of worship; that a “bema” (raised platform)
be erected in the center of the synagogue where the weekly
portion of the law is read on Saturdays and holidays; that
a holy ark containing the scrolls be placed in the center of the
east wall of the synagogue; that a curtain be hung in front
of the ark to cover it.

QUESTION: Why is the Lion featured so prominently
in the decoration of synagogue!

ANSWER: In urging the Israelites to devote their ener-
gies and might to the service of God, the lion in ancient
days was always used as the symbol of power and strength.
The Israelites who were ever urged to dedicate the maximum
of their strength and might to serving God were reminded of
their duty by the lion, symbol of strength and power.

That the required stamina of Israel in his struggle for
self-preservation and pursuit of spiritual perfection is meas-
ured by that of the lion’s, is reflected in the following
passage from the Bible: “Like a lion’s whelp, O Judah, from
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Synagogoue

QUESTION. In the center of the Synagogue there is
a raised platform from which the weekly portion of the law
is read and services conducted. Will you please explain its
origin?

ANSWER. The raised platform in the center of the
synagogue is known as a “bema.” The first reference to a
“bema” in a synagogue is made in the Talmud (Sukah 51).
There it is stated that owing to the huge size of the Alexan-
drian synagogue and the congestion of its thousands of
worshippers, a goodly portion of the congregants were unable
to respond with the customary congregational “Amen.”

To remedy this, the Talmud states that a “bema” (platf-
orm) was erected in the center of the synagogue where its
“chazan™ (officiating minister) stood to recite the prayers
and at the conclusion of each prayer, a flag would be waved
as a signal for the congregation to respond. It seems, how-
ever, that expediency was not the only factor involved in
the erection of “bema” since some rabbis base this custom
upon the following passage in the Bible:

“And Ezra, the scribe, stood upon an elevated stand of
wood which they had made for this purpose . . . and Ezra
blessed the Lord, the great God; and all the people answered:
Amen, Amen.” (Nehemiah 8:4-5).

From the above quotation it appears that the custom of
reading the word of God from an especially erected platforms
was already in vogue at this time. Regardless of expediency,
it is therefore likely that this custom was followed in order
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QUESTION: Why do Jews Kkiss the mezuzah upon en
tering or leaving the house?

ANSWER: It was customary to recite a short prayer
upon entering or leaving the house: “May the Lord guard my
coming and going from now and forever.” This prayer, ac-
cording to custom, was to be recited while the person held
his finger against the “mezuzah.” It is only natural that some
people would construe this gesture to mean that one must
kiss the finger after it has touched the mezuzah.” Another
reason given is that by kissing the “‘mezuzah we demonstrate
our love and loyalty to the teachinge enscribed thereon.
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Mezuzah

QUESTION: What is a “Mezuzah” and what is its signi-
ficance?

ANSWER: The “mezuzah™ is a small parchment scroll
made of the skin of a clean animal upon which are inscribed
two selected chapters of the Bible dealing with faith. (Deute-
ronomy 6:14-10; Deuteronomy 11:13-20). This scroll is
placed in a tube, or case and attached to the right door post
of the main entrance into the residence of a Jew and on the
door post of every room in the house.

The Hebrew word, “mezuzah™ means “door post” and the
scroll is so named because of its corresponding position at
the entrance. This law of attaching a “mezuzah” is based
upon the Biblical commandment (Deuteronomy 6:9): “Thou
shall write them upon the door post of the house and upon thy
gates.” Its chief purpose is to constantly remind the Jew
that his name is to be dedicated to the high ideals and ethical
teachings of his faith.

QUESTION: On the outside of the “Mezuzah?” there
is a visible a three-letter Hebrew word. What does it mean?

ANSWER: The three-letter Hebrew word on the ‘“‘mezu-
zah” reads “‘Shada-i”, meaning, “Almighty.” This name of
God in Hebrew refers primarily to the protective element of
God as is written in the psalms, “in the shadow of ‘Shadai’
he may rest with safety.” Thus the “mezuzah” serves not
only as a reminder of faith but also as an amulet or mystical
protection to the occupants of the home against all evil.
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QUESTION: Why isn't the name of God mentioned in
the book of Esther?

ANSWER: The insertion of the name of God in a book

in olden times stamped that book as holy and imposed res-
ponsibilities upon its reader or owner to guard the book
against desecration or disrespect. The Book of Esther, con-
trary to the implication of its name, was originally written
in the form of a letter or document. The text refers to it-
self as “igeres,” meaning, “letter.” The author feared that
since it was a letter, it might not be handled with the proper
care nor command the necessary respect and therefore omitted
the name of God.
. Another fear existed, that it might be translated into
Persian since it involved such names as the Persian king and
queen, and that thus the document with the name of God
would be defiled by the Heathens.

The popular belief that the attempt by the rabbis to exclude
theBook of Esther from the Holy Scriptures was due to the
absence of the name of God from it, is not well founded.
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day. This has since become known as Sushan Purim (meaning
the extra day celebrated in the city of Shushan.)

QUESTION: Why do we eat Homan-Tashen on Purim?

ANSWER: It is difficult to ascertain the origin of this
custom. The popular legend claims that the three-pointed
cake, the shape of the Homan-Tashen, stands for the head-
war blieved to have been worn by Haman and that the
poppy-seeds it is filled with represents the 10,000 gold pieces
Haman offered the king for the privilege of destroying so
many of his subjects. Thus, according to the legend, when
eating the Homan-Tashen we demonstrate our victory over
the wicked minds of our enemies and the other means they
may summon to carry out their evil designs against us.

Another reason advanced is: that it is based upon the
Talmudic statement that Haman’s failure was due to the
spiritual strength of the Jew inherited by him from the “three”
Jewish patriarchs. However, the assumption that the Jewish
word Mon-Tashen (meaning cake filled with poppy-seeds)
was within the course of time mistakingly converted into
Ho-Mon-Tashen appears to be much closer to the truth.

QUESTION: Is there a Fast Day connected with the
event of Purim?

ANSWER: Yes, the day preceding the feast is known
as the Fast of Esther, commemorating the fast Queen Esther
heled preparatory to her appearance before the King to plead
for her people.
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Purim

QUESTION: Why do Jews celebrate Purim?

ANSWER: We celebrate Purim annually on the 14th
day of the Jewish month, “Adar,” in commemoration of the
deliverance of the Persian Jews from the plot of Haman to
exterminate them. The event is recorded in detail in the book
of Esther. '

QUESTION: What are the religious observances con-

nected with Purim?

ANSWER: The book of Esther does not prescribe any
special religious service for Purim, it only demands that the
Jews shall make it a day of feasting and joy, and of sending
portions (Misloach-Monath) one to another and gifts to the
poor. The reading of the Megillah (book of Esther) during
the evening and morning services at the synagogue was later
instituted as a religious observance. A few additional prayers
to the daily liturgy complete the religious requirements of
the festival.

QUESTION: What is the meaning of Shushan Purim?

ANSWER: Shushan, as recorded in the book of Esther,
was the name of the capital of the Persian empire at that
time and because the Jews in that city were granted an
additional day in which to fight their enemies, they there-
fore designated also the day following Purim as a festive
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ANSWER: The cleansing consists of first scrubbing and
washing and then boiling in hot water. If, however, utensils
were used for cooking purposes, then burning them in an
ove will be necessary for kosheren. Before “koshering” both
dishes and utensils should be kept unused for 24 hours.
One must ask a Rabbi as to which utensils may be koshered.
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from year to year for Passover use only, or as an
alternative, they must be cleansed from any absorption
of chometz in the manner prescribed by the law.

3) “Bdikas Chometz” — an official search by the head
of the family in every room of the house for chometz.
This is done by the light of a candle which is carried
by another member of the family and a wooden spoon
and feather are wused to receive the chometz
which is found. The prevailing custom is to place
crumbs of bread in various rooms before the search
begins, because this ceremony is preceded by a benedic-
tion and if no chometz is found the benediction will
have been pronounced in vain.

4) The crumbs collected in the wooden spoon must be
burned not later than the early morning following the
search. This ceremony must be accompanied by a
special prayer in the form of a statement renouncing
all ownership of chometz even unknowingly in posses-
sion of the household.

5) The last chometz meal may be eaten not later than the
“first-third” of the day preceding the Seder (about
9 a. m. or thereabounts.) Not a trace of chometz is to
be found or possessed after that.

6) After breakfast, on the eve of Passover, no matzo is
to be eaten until the Seder, so that there may be interval
between our all-year participation in this food and
the commanded Passover participation. The usual
mid-day meal on that day consists of fruits.

QUESTION:  How does one have to cleanse pots and
pans to make them Rosher for Passover?
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sell it to a non-Jew.

QUESTION: Why is the rabbi selected to be the agent

in selling the chometz to a non-Jew?!

ANSWER: According to Jewish religion, the sale of
chometz must fully conform with the strict legality of the
Jewish sivil code on transactions. The rabbi, who is a student
of the Jewis code, is most naturally the best qualified agent
for such a transaction.

QUESTION: Why is there such unusual strictness ac-
companying the prohibition of chometz on Passover?

ANSWER: The extra caution against leavened food on
Passover is due to the fact that this type of food is only
temporarily forbidden (during Passover week) and the fact
that we partake of it freely throughout the rest of the year
may in moments of absent-mindedness lead us to eat it and
thus violate, although unintentionally, the law against chometz.

QUESTION: What must one do to usher in the Pass-
over holiday according to religious regulations?

ANSWER: The following must be done:

1) All chometz food and utensils must be cleared away
24 hours before the entrance of the holiday, leaving
only what is necessary for supper and early breakfast
on that day.

2) All dishes and kitchen utensils to be used during Pass-
over week must be either new or especially preserved
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Passover

QUESTION: What does Passover commemorate?

ANSWER: Passover commemorates the deliverance of
Israel from Egyptian slavery. It also marks the date when
the Jewish people first obtained its independence as a nation.
The story of Passover is recorded in Exodus 12-15.

QUESTION: Why is the eating of matzo the outstand-
ing feature of the observance of Passover!

ANSWER: We eat matzo because our ancestors were
made to leave Egypt in such haste that they had to carry the
dough which they had prepared with them and eat it before
it had time to leaven. Because this incident connected with
the departure of the Israelites from Egypt took place at
the climax of a long and stubborn struggle for freedom, the
Bible therefore considers it the outstanding symbol of the
holiday. '

QUESTION: Is it true that the head of a Jewish house-
hold must on the eve of Passover sell all the leavened foods
in his possession to a rabbi? Why?

ANSWER: The law states that it is forbidden not only
to eat but also to possess leavened food during the week of
Passover. Therefore, the owner must either destroy, discard
or disclaim possession of such foods. The latter course is
usually adopted and is so done by empowering the rabbi to
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Names

QUESTION: In naming a child who gets the preference,
the father or mother?

ANSWER: The prevailing custom is that at the birth
of the first child the father gets the preference in naming
it and the mother enjoys this privilege with the birth of a
second . child. They alternate in this order in any other
births that may follow. This custom is based on a precedent
recorded in the Bible (Genesis 38: 1-5) where Judah and his
wife followed this procedure in naming their children.

QUESTION: According to Jewish tradition is it permis
sable to mame a child after a living parent or grandparent
with the effix Jr.?

ANSWER: Jewish tradition strongly discourages such a
practice. In this case the element of determent to the party
so named is supported by tradition. For similar reasons
Jewish tradition also discourages the naming of a baby after
one who died in childhood.

QUESTION: May a widower marry another women
whose name is the same as that of his first wife?

ANSWER: Jewish tradition discourages such a marriage
and of course the reasons are quite obvious.
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QUESTION: There is a popular belief that if a bride’s
or a bridegroom’s names are the same as those of their in-
law’s, it may prove detrimental to one of the parties involved.
Is there any foundation to this belief?

ANSWER: There is a custom which discourages the
marriage in cases as stated in the question. This custom was
introduced by Rabbi Judah “Hasid” many centuries ago and
was motivated by some practical reasons connected with living
conditions in those days.  Those conditions of course, do
noe exist any longer and while we do not wish to advise
against any prevailing custom sanctified by ages we certainly
do deny. the so called popular belief. There is no detriment
or danger involved in a marriage where the names correspond.
Any belief to the contrary is a baseless superstition.



bride and not on the finger on which it is actually worn?

ANSWER: The forefinger in a human hand is usually
used in commanding or instructing as well as in guidance
and accusation. It thus becomes the symbol of authority.
When the groom puts the ring on his bride’s forefinger, he
thus indicates that from this time on his wife shall share
equally not only in his possessions but also in authority.

QUESTION: Why are Jewish women forbidden to have
jewels in their marriage rings?

ANSWER: The ring in the marriage ceremony because
of its circular shape is symbolic of perpetuity and endless-
ness. Endless love and loyalty is the ring’s message to the
newly-weds and any setting of jewels would rob it of this
beautiful symbolism. Another reason given for this restric-
tion is that if the ring were ornamented it might bring forth
the suspicion that values other than love motivated the
marriage.

QUESTION: Does the Jewish religion recognizes a civil

divorce?

ANSWER: The Jewish religion does not recognize a
civil divorce. According to the Jewish religion, a man or
women, although they have procured a civil divorce, are not
free to remarry until they have likewise procured a Jewish
divorce. A violation ofthis regulation is considered a most
serious offence. The offspring of a woman who remarries
without having obtained a Jewish divorce, in addition to the
civil one, are considered illegal and marriage between a
Jew and such offspring is forbidden.
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Marriage Rites

QUESTION: Is an engagement ceremony necessary be-

fore a wedding?

ANSWER: In former years it was customary to write
an agreement known as a “tnoyim” wherein the obligations
of both contracting parties in marriage were stipulated and
signed. The writing of this document was celebrated in
the presence of the parents, relatives and guests of both
parties concerned and any breach of that agreement by either
party was considered a serious offense for which the offended
had moral right to claim a breach of promise. Present day
conditions do not necessitate such arrangements nor any
engagement ceremony. Today the custom of tnoyim is rarely
practiced. '

QUESTION: At the close of a Jewish wedding ceremony,
the groom is requested to break a glass, why?

ANSWER: This is a custom that dates as far back as
490 B. C. At that time our ancestors pledged themselves
to remember the destruction of the Temple even at their
most joyous moments when they would be most apt to forget
the national calamity. We break the glass to remind us of
the destruction of the Temple and thus repledge our loyalty
to the holy Temple and its teachings.

QUESTION: Why must the marriage ring at the wed-

ding ceremony be placed by the groom on the forefinger of the
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or vice versa. Also, one must wait six hours after a meal
at which meat has been eaten before indulging in a ‘meal in
which food has been prepared with milk.

The reason for this ordinance is not given in the Bible.
The rabbis refer to it (pessachim 44 B) as “chidush,” a law
that is inexplicable. Maimonides, however, says that milk
boiled with meat is “‘gross food and makes overful.” The
humane element in the prohibition against “seething a kid
in its mother’s milk™ is quite obvious.

QUESTION: What is the procedure in maRing meat
Rosher and ready for cooking?

ANSWER: Before being salted the meat should be soaked
in cold water for a half hour. Then it is taken out and
left alone a short while to let the water trickle off, other-
wise if the salt is spread on thoroughly wet meat it will
dissolve and leak off without extracting the blood from the
meat. The meat is then covered with salt from all sides and
thus left for an hour. After the hour the salt should be
shaken off and the meat rinsed three times with cold water.



not be eaten by Jews at any time or place. Not only blood
itself, *but flesh containing blood is also forbidden. With
regards to the flesh, it is only the blood contained in the
veins or congealed on the surface of the meat or which has
begun to flow from the meat, that is forbidden. Soaking
and salting the meat before cooking is prescribed by the law
to remove the blood from the surface of the meat. The
tendency of animal blood to develop in us animal instinct
is given as the prime reason for this prohibition.

C. The prohibition of the sinew of the hip is based upon
the Biblical story of Jacob suffering injury on that part of
his body when wrestling with the stranger who was believed
to have been an angel. This incident caused the Israelites
to refrain from eating the sinew of the hip, which custom
we today still follow as a matter of tradition.

QUESTION: Is the prohibition of eating meat and milk
together a biblical law or merely a custom?

ANSWER: There is a three-fold repetition in the Bible
of the commandment prohibiting the seething of a kid in its
mother’s milk, (Exodus 23, 19; Exodus 34, 26; Deuteronomy
14, 21). Because of this repetition the rabbis infer that the
Bible intended the enactment of three distinct prohibitions:
cooking milk and meat together, eating it and deriving any
benefit from such a mixture. The expression “kid” is accepted
as a generic term including all mammals.

The prohibition was later extensively elaborated by the
rabbis Not only was the eating of meat with dairy prod-
ucts forbidden, but also a pot in which meat had been
cooked was not allowed to be used for the cooking of milk,
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them as follows:

“Ye shall therefore make a difference between the clean
beast and the unclean and between the unclean fowl and the
clean and ye shall not make your souls abominable by the
beast or by the fowl or by any manner of things that creepeth
on the ground which I have separated from thee as unclean
and ye shall be holy unto me for I, the Lord, am holy and
I have separated you from the nations that ye shall be mine.”
(Leviticus 20, 25 and 26).

Hygiene and national separation appear from the above
text to be the two underlying motives for these dietary
restrictions. The hygienic element of these laws finds even
today staunch supporters among medical men of high standing.

As a means of national preservation, no one can dispute
the value of these laws. They proved their worth in most
trying cirmustances. The kosher home was and still is the
Gibraltar of Jewish life. It was the dam of “kashruth™ that
saved Judaism against threatening floods of assimilation.
A non-kosher Jewish home will hardly stand the span of
two generations before it will turn from a non-kosher into
a non-Jewish home. The ancient Biblical motives still hold
good today.

The following are some of the more commonly known
laws of forbidden food:

A. 1. All unclean animals, fowl and fish; 2. Every
animal dead by natural death; 3. All clean animals or fowl
not killed according to Jewish ritual; 4. All clean animals
or fowl found to be diseased after slaughter; 5. All products,

such as milk and eggs, coming from unclean or diseased
animals and fowl.

B. Blood is repeatedly prohibited in the Bible. It must
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Immediately following death of the animal, the “schochet™
must thoroughly examine the lungs of the animal for traces
of tuberculosis or other diseases which, if detected, render
the animal disqualified for human consumption. No govern-
ment inspection is or can be as thorough and complete as
that required by Jewish law.

The commandment of “schechitah™ is based upon the fol-
lowing passage in the Bible: “When the Lord, thy God,
will enlarge thy border, as he hath spoken unto thee, and
thou dost say: I wish to eat flesh because thy soul longeth
to eat flesh: then thou mayest eat flesh according to all the
lust of thy soul. If the place which the Lord, thy God,
may choose to put His name there be too far for thee;
then mayest thou kill of thy herds and of thy flocks, which
the Lord hath given thee, as I have commanded thee.”
(Deuteronomy 12, 20, and 21).

According to the last few words, there should be some-
where in the Bible, a passage mentioning - the system of
the “commanded™ way of slaughtering, but there is none in
all the five books of Moses. Therefore, the rabbis infer that
God must have conveyed this commandment orally to Moses
and it has since become the accepted system.

QUESTION: Why are Jews forbidden to eat cert:i%n
foods?

ANSWER: The Biblical and rabbinical regulations gov-
erning forbidden food are known as the “dietary laws.”
The recognition of diet as an important factor in the human
physical and mental welfare is the chief feature of these
laws. In sumrmarizing these regulations, the Bible motivates
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Dietary Laws

QUESTION: Why do Jews insist that cattle and poultry
be slaughtered according to established ritual?

ANSWER: “Schechitah,” the slaughtering of clean ani-
mals for food purposes, must conform with a number of
religious laws and regulations. The laws governing this ritual
are so numerous that the “schochet” must be not only a man
of piety but also well versed in all the laws regulating
“schechitah.”

No “schochet” may be employed unless he is first examined
by a recognized orthdodox rabbi, and if found satisfactory,
he is given a certificate of admission into this profession. He
must, furthermore, at all times remain under the jurisdiction
of the rabbi of that locality where he is employed.

The laws of “schechitah™ govern the qualifications of the
“schochet,” the knife, the place and manner of incision, the
accompanying prayer and other minor regulations. The
motive behind all these is humanese to reduce the pain and
suffering of the animal to the lowest possible degree.

The various unfriendly attacks made by anti-Semitic organ-
izations upon the Jewish system of slaughtering never stood
the test of reason. It has been established beyond doubt
that the “schechitah™ system is the least painful to the animal.
The required sharpness and condition of the knife and the
steadiness of the hand is so regulated as to fully avoid
any pain whatsoever during the process of cutting. It is
estimated that the animal is dead within approximately three
minutes after incision.



Introduction

JUDAISM may undisputedly claim first place among all reli-
gions in the number of laws, ordinances, customs and
ceremonies it makes obligatory upon its adherents. There
isn’t a corner in human life that traditional Judaism did not
cover with divine laws. They are numbered in the thousands
and apply to every highway and byway of life, trying to
guide the Jew in the path of righteousness.

It is not by accident that this multitude of religious laws
came into being. They sprang from a religious philosophy,
from a point of view that is singularly Jewish; namely, that
human conduct, human deeds, and not a mere profession of
faith or belief, lead one to eternal life.

“Ye shall be holy for I, the Lord, thy God, am Holy.”
(Leviticus 19). “Thou shall be unto me a kingdom of priests,
a holy nation.” That is the spiritual goal that Judaism sets
for its adherents. As the athlete must undergo rigid rules
of diet and conduct in order to bring himself to physical
perfection, so must the Jew go through much training to
attain spiritual strength. The many religious laws that
surround Jewish life aim to provide that training which is
to bring the Jew to his assigned spiritual goal.

This principle underlies almost every important Jewish
religious custom.

The following are groups of questions and answers on
. Jewish customs of a more popular character which I dis-
cussed and answered during the past two years on my
weekly radio program. Lack of space in this book forbids
a more extensive presentation of this subject but I entertain
the hope that within the near future, I shall be able to
present a more complete work of this nature. I present these
questions and answers to the readers with a hope that they
will prove to be as interesting and benefiting to them as
they were to the radio listeners.



